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Texas Homestead Exemption

WWhhaatt  nneeww  ddooccuummeennttaattiioonn  mmuusstt  bbee  ssuubbmmiitttteedd  wwiitthh  aa  rreessiiddeennccee  hhoommeesstteeaadd  aapppplliiccaattiioonn??  
A copy of a driver’s license or state-issued personal identification certificate AND a copy of a vehicle registration receipt.

WWhhaatt  iiff  tthhee  aapppplliiccaanntt  ddooeess  nnoott  oowwnn  aa  vveehhiiccllee??  
The applicant should fill out the affidavit on the application form stating the applicant does not own a vehicle AND submit a copy
of a utility bill in the applicant’s name for the property.

WWhhyy  ddoo  aapppplliiccaannttss  hhaavvee  ttoo  ssuubbmmiitt  tthhiiss  nneeww  ddooccuummeennttaattiioonn??  
Tax Code Section 11.43 prohibits a chief appraiser from allowing a residence homestead exemption unless the address on
the driver’s license or state-issued personal identification certificate corresponds to the address on the applicant’s
vehicle registration receipt or utility bill. This address must correspond to the address for which the exemption is being claimed.

AArree  tthheessee  ddooccuummeennttss  rreeqquuiirreedd  ffoorr  oovveerr  aaggee  6655,,  ddiissaabblleedd,,  aanndd  vveetteerraannss’’  hhoommeesstteeaadd  eexxeemmppttiioonn  aapppplliiccaattiioonnss??
Yes.

WWhhaatt  iiff  aa  ssppoouussee  oorr  aa  ccoo--oowwnneerr  ooff  aa  rreessiiddeennccee  hhoommeesstteeaadd  iiss  nnoott  sshhoowwnn  oonn  tthhee  ddeeeedd  aass  oowwnniinngg  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy??  
If the applicant is not specifically identified on a deed or other appropriate instrument recorded in the applicable real property
records as an owner of the residence homestead, then the applicant should fill out the affidavit on the application or provide other
compelling evidence establishing the applicant’s ownership of an interest in the homestead.

WWhheenn  mmuusstt  aapppplliiccaannttss  bbeeggiinn  ssuubbmmiittttiinngg  tthhee  aaddddiittiioonnaall  ddooccuummeennttaattiioonn??  
The additional documentation must accompany a residence homestead exemption application that is filed with a chief appraiser
on or after September 1, 2011.

WWiillll  II  bbee  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  pprroovviiddee  tthhiiss  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  iiff  II  ccuurrrreennttllyy  hhaavvee  aa  rreessiiddeennccee  hhoommeesstteeaadd  eexxeemmppttiioonn  oonn  mmyy  pprrooppeerrttyy??  
Only if the chief appraiser requests that a new application be filed must the information be provided.

WWhhaatt  nneeww  ddooccuummeennttss  ccaann  aann  aapppplliiccaanntt  ssuubbmmiitt  ttoo  pprroovvee  oowwnneerrsshhiipp  ooff  aa  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  hhoommee??  
A payment receipt or an applicant can fill out the sworn affidavit on the application form stating that the applicant is the owner of
the manufactured home, the seller of the manufactured home did not provide the applicant with a purchase contract, and the
applicant could not locate the seller after making a good faith effort.

WWhheenn  iiss  aann  aapppplliiccaanntt  nnoott  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo  ssuubbmmiitt  ddooccuummeennttaattiioonn  pprroovviinngg  oowwnneerrsshhiipp  ooff  aa  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  hhoommee  wwiitthh  tthhee  rreessii--
ddeennccee  hhoommeesstteeaadd  aapppplliiccaattiioonn??  
An applicant is not required to submit an accompanying document if the appraisal district verifies the applicant’s ownership using
the computer records of the Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs (TDCHA).

WWhheenn  ddooeess  tthhee  llaanndd  oonn  wwhhiicchh  aa  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  hhoommee  iiss  llooccaatteedd  qquuaalliiffyy  aass  aa  rreessiiddeennccee  hhoommeesstteeaadd??
The land must be owned by one or more individuals (including the applicant), the applicant occupies the manufactured home as
the applicant’s principal residence; and the applicant demonstrates ownership of the manufactured home or the appraisal district
determines the applicant’s ownership using TDHCA computer records.

HHooww  iiss  tthhee  rreessiiddeennccee  hhoommeesstteeaadd  eexxeemmppttiioonn  aappppoorrttiioonneedd  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  llaanndd  aanndd  tthhee  mmaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  hhoommee  iiff  tthhee  llaanndd  aanndd
hhoommee  aarree  lliisstteedd  sseeppaarraatteellyy  oonn  tthhee  ttaaxx  rroollll??  
The chief appraiser must apportion a residence homestead exemption for property consisting of land and a manufactured home
listed separately on the tax roll on a pro rata basis based on the appraised value of the land and the manufactured home.
When are the changes to the residence homestead exemption on manufactured homes effective? 

Changes apply to applications filed on or after the January 1, 2012 and to exemptions for a tax year beginning on or after that date.

22001111  CChhaannggeess  ttoo  tthhee  RReessiiddeennccee
HHoommeesstteeaadd  EExxeemmppttiioonn
In 2011, the Texas Legislature
passed HB 252 which made
comprehensive changes to the
residence homestead exemption,
including new requirements for
applications and modifications to
the exemption for manufactured
homes.

NNeeww  RReeqquuiirreemmeennttss  ffoorr  
RReessiiddeennccee  HHoommeesstteeaadd  
AApppplliiccaattiioonnss
HB 252 sets forth new 
requirements for the application,
including requiring the property
owner to state on the application
form that the owner is not claiming
a residence homestead exemption
on another residence homestead in
or outside Texas. 

MMaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  HHoommee  RReessiiddeennccee
HHoommeesstteeaadd  EExxeemmppttiioonn
HB 252 modifies how an applicant
can prove ownership of a
manufactured home, qualifications
for the land on which a 
manufactured home is located to
be a residence homestead, and
how the exemption is apportioned
between the land and the home.
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