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Jobs & Employment
• Aus1n ranked 4th of the 200 largest U.S. metros based on how well they are crea1ng and sustaining

jobs and economic growth.2011 Milken Ins1tute Best-Performing Ci1es Index, December 2011.
• Texas tops Forbes' list of the best states for jobs and Moody's Analy1cs forecasts employment will

expand 2.9% annually through . Forbes, December, 2011.
• Texas Leads Na1on in Veteran Employment. Texas Veterans Commission, September 2011.
• Aus1n ranked 5th on a list of U.S. metros with the most healthy employment outlooks. Manpower

Employment Outlook Survey, September 2011.
• America's 20 Geekiest Ci1es: Aus1n places 12th for percentage of workers with jobs in science,

technology, engineering and mathema1cs. Forbes, August 2011.
• Aus1n is ranked #1 among 65 large metros for job growth. New Geography, April 2011.
• Aus1n ranks as America's 5th Strongest Job Market. Business Journals On Numbers, April 2011.
• Aus1n is the 2nd Best City to Find a Job. Ajilon Professional Staffing, March 2011.
• Aus1n is ranked America's 3rd Best Job Market. Forbes, January 2011.
• Aus1n ranks 2nd on the Milken Ins1tute's Best-Performing Ci1es 2010: Where America's Jobs are

Created and Sustained. Milken Ins1tute, October 2010.
• Aus1n ranked in the Top 10 for Best Quality of Life by Por0olio.com, May 2010.

Business
• Aus1n ranks third for office investment over the next five years. Grubb & Ellis, January, 2012
• Aus1n places 8th on MarketWatch's annual Best Ci1es for Business list. Marketwatch, December, 2011
• Texas ranked 3rd on 2011 Small Business Survival Index ranking of state policy climates for

entrepreneurship. Small Business & Entrepreneurship Council, November 2011.
• Aus1n ranks in the top 10 of U.S. "Innova1on Ci1es" in an annual global ranking. 2thinknow,

November 2011.
• "America's 20 Can-Do Capitals" puts Aus1n at No. 10 among the 200 largest ci1es based on business

development, sustainability, livability, and transporta1on and infrastructure.The Daily Beast, August 2011.
• Forbes calls Aus1n America's No. 1 "boom town". Forbes Magazine, July 2011.
• Aus1n was named a top 10 emerging commercial real estate market. Real Estate Forum, June 2011.
• Aus1n ranks 4th in annual "economic strength" ranking. POLICOM Corp, May 2011.
• Texas is the Best State for Business for the 7th consecu1ve year. Chief Execu1ve Magazine, May 2011.
• Texas offers the second Best State Tax System for Entrepreneurship & Small Businesses. Small

Business & entrepreneurship Council, April 2011.
• Aus1n leads the na1on in Small Business Vitality rankings. Business Journal, April 2011.
• Aus1n-Bergstrom Interna1onal Airport is ranked 3rd in North America and 5th globally in its size class

according to the annual Airport Service Quality Awards. Airports Council Interna1onal, March 2011.
• Austin is the 10th Fastest-Growing Exporter in the U.S. July 2010.
• Austin tops multiple Business Facilities Metro Rankings: #1 for Quality of Life, #1 for Renewable Energy

Availability, and #2 among Greenest Metros. Business Facilities, July, 2010.
• Texas ranked as the Best State for Business by Chief Executive, June 2010.

Housing
• Aus1n is one of the top 5 Real Estate Markets to Watch. 2012 PwC & the Urban Land Ins1tute

forecast. October 2011.
• Aus1n's favorable employment and housing market condi1ons put it among Top 10 Towns for

Working Towards a Home Purchase. Move.com, August, 2011.
• Aus1n is one of top 10 markets in the U.S. for Realtors--it has the highest per capita sales, the fastest

moving inventory, and the greatest median price gain. Inman, August 2011.

TTEEXXAASS  HHAASS  BBEESSTT  BBUUSSIINNEESSSS
CCLLIIMMAATTEE  IINN  TTHHEE  UU..SS..

TTeexxaass  hhaass  tthhee  bbeesstt  bbuussiinneessss  cclliimmaattee
iinn  tthhee  UU..SS..,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  SSiittee  
SSeelleeccttiioonn  mmaaggaazziinnee..  EExxeeccuuttiivveess  wwhhoo  

ppaarrttiicciippaatteedd  iinn  tthhee  ssuurrvveeyy  rraannkkeedd  TTeexxaass
tthhee  bbeesstt  ssttaattee  iinn  22001111  ffoorr  bbuussiinneessss
bbaasseedd  oonn  iittss  llaacckk  ooff  rreedd  ttaappee,,ffiinnaanncciiaall
aassssiissttaannccee  aanndd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt  ccooooppeerraattiioonn

wwiitthh  bbuussiinneesssseess..

TTIIMMEE  MMaaggaazziinnee  WWoorrlldd  rreecceennttllyy  ffeeaattuurreedd  aa
ffuullll--lleennggtthh  aarrttiiccllee  ttiittlleedd  RReedd  SSttaattee,,
GGrreeeenn  CCiittyy::  HHooww  AAuussttiinn  HHaass  BBeeccoommee
AAmmeerriiccaa''ss  CClleeaann--TTeecchh  HHuubb,,  aanndd  iiss  

eexxppeecctteedd  ttoo  rruunn  iinn  tthhee  nnaattiioonnaall  pprriinntt
eeddiittiioonn  aatt  tthhee  eenndd  ooff  JJaannuuaarryy  22001122..  

AAUUSSTTIINN  LLEEAADDSS  NNAATTIIOONN  IINN  SSMMAALLLL
BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  VVIITTAALLIITTYY  RRAANNKKIINNGGSS

AAuussttiinn  iiss  tthhee  UU..SS..  mmaarrkkeett  tthhaatt  iiss  mmoosstt
ccoonndduucciivvee  ttoo  tthhee  ccrreeaattiioonn  aanndd  ddeevveelloopp--
mmeenntt  ooff  ssmmaallll  bbuussiinneesssseess,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo
tthhee  llaatteesstt  ""OOnn  NNuummbbeerrss""  rraannkkiinnggss  iinn  TThhee  
BBuussiinneessss  JJoouurrnnaall..  AAuussttiinn  hhaass  oouuttssttaanndd--
iinngg  ssttaattiissttiiccaall  rreeccoorrddss  iinn  ccaatteeggoorriieess
wwiitthh  aa  ddiirreecctt  iimmppaacctt  oonn  ssmmaallll  bbuussiinneessss
aaccttiivviittyy::  ppooppuullaattiioonn,,  eemmppllooyymmeenntt,,  aanndd
ssmmaallll  bbuussiinneessss  ggrroowwtthh..  MMaayy  22001111

TTeexxaass  aaddddss  773322,,880000  jjoobbss  oovveerr  tthhee  llaasstt
1100  yyeeaarrss,,  nnoo  ootthheerr  ssttaattee  ttooppss  110000,,000000
TTeexxaass  hhaass  eennjjooyyeedd  aann  uunneeqquuaalleedd  eeccoonnoommiicc
bboooomm  tthhee  ppaasstt  1100  yyeeaarrss..TThhee  iinnvveennttoorryy  ooff
pprriivvaattee--sseeccttoorr  jjoobbss  iinn  TTeexxaass  iinnccrreeaasseedd
bbyy  773322,,880000  bbeettwweeeenn  AApprriill  22000011  aanndd  tthhee
ssaammee  mmoonntthh  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr,,  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  aann
OOnn  NNuummbbeerrss  aannaallyyssiiss  ooff  nneeww  ffeeddeerraall
eemmppllooyymmeenntt  ddaattaa..  NNoo  ootthheerr  ssttaattee

rreeggiisstteerreedd  aann  iinnccrreeaassee  ooff  mmoorree  tthhaann
110000,,000000  pprriivvaattee--sseeccttoorr  jjoobbss  dduurriinngg  tthhee
ddeeccaaddee..TThhee  BBuussiinneessss  JJoouurrnnaallss  OOnn  

NNuummbbeerrss,,  MMaayy  22001111..

AAUUSSTTIINN  ##55  OONN  ""CCIITTIIEESS  OONN  TTHHEE  EEDDGGEE""  LLIISSTT
OOFF  AAMMEERRIICCAANN  CCIITTIIEESS  PPOOIISSEEDD  FFOORR  GGRREEAATTNNEESSSS
IINN  SSPPOORRTTSS,,  AARRTTSS,,  MMUUSSIICC  AANNDD  CCUULLTTUURREE
SSppeeaarrlliinngg''ss  BBeesstt  PPllaacceess,,  AAuussttiinn,,  TTXX::
KKnnoowwnn  ffoorr  iittss  ““KKeeeepp  AAuussttiinn  WWeeiirrdd””
ttaagglliinnee,,  AAuussttiinn  mmaayy  ssoooonn  bbooaasstt  aabboouutt
ggrreeaattnneessss  iinnsstteeaadd..    TThhee  ““LLiivvee  MMuussiicc
CCaappiittaall  ooff  tthhee  WWoorrlldd””  rraannkkss  ffoouurrtthh  iinn
tthhee  ccaatteeggoorryy  ooff  iinnddiiee  mmuussiicc  aanndd  nnaaiillss
tthhee  ttoopp  ssppoott  iinn  tthhee  cciittyy  ccaatteeggoorryy  wwiitthh

aa  hhiigghh  ppeerrcceennttaaggee  ooff  yyoouunngg,,  
wweellll--eedduuccaatteedd  rreessiiddeennttss,,  aa  hheeaalltthhyy
eeccoonnoommyy  aanndd  ssuubbssttaannttiiaall  ggrreeeenn  bbuuiillddiinngg  

aaccttiivviittyy..  MMaayy  22001111



• Aus1n takes top spot out of 100 best places to live. Relocate America, August, 2011.
• Aus1n is ranked the #2 Healthiest Market for Home Builders. Builder Magazine, March 2011.
• Aus1n is among the 10 Best Ci1es to Invest in Office Real Estate. Grubb & Ellis, January 2011.

Lifestyle, Sports & Events
• Round Rock makes list of Top 10 Perfect Suburbs. CNBC, August 2011
• Aus1n is one of the top 10 Healthiest Ci1es for Women. Women’s Health Magazine, January 2012.
• Aus1n ranks 12th on new "America's Best Ci1es" list focused on quality of life metrics.BusinessWeek.com,

September 2011.
• Aus1n places in top 20 for popula1on growth over the last decade, adding nearly 467,000 metro area

residents. Rice University. July 2011.
• Aus1n ranks 5th on "Ci1es on the Edge" list of American ci1es poised for greatness in sports, arts, music 

and culture. Spearling's Best Places, May 2011.
• Aus1n ranks 3rd on the Best Ci1es for Staying Young survey of the 50 largest metros. RealAge, April 2011.
• Aus1n has the 2nd highest well-being of any metropolitan area with more than one million residents.

Gallup-Healthways Well-Being Index, March 2011.
• Aus1n is the 4th Best City to Live, Work and Make Movies. MovieMaker, March 2011.
• Aus1n is one of the Best American Ci1es to Live and Work. Business Review USA, January 2011.
• Aus1n places 4th on Farmer's Insurance Most Secure Place to Live. Spearling's BestPlaces, December 2010.
• Aus1n ranks #12 on America's 25 Best Ci1es for Shopping list in 2011. Forbes, December 2010.
• Austin is rated among America’s 10 Most Affordable Cities by Forbes, November, 2010.
• Austin was named in Travelocity’s Top 10 Fall Hotspots, September 2010.
• Aus1n ranked as the #3 Dog-Friendly City in the US by dogfriendly.com, May 2010.
• Austin ranks 1st on the list of the Best Ci1es for the Next Decade by Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, July 2010.
• Austin ranks 1st on the list of the Ten Best Places for Your Future by Kiplinger’s Personal Finance, July 2010.
• Aus1n ranked in the Top 10 for Best Quality of Life by Por0olio.com, May 2010.

Environment
• Aus1n has the 6th lowest crime rate among ci1es with 500,000 or more popula1on and Round Rock 

comes in 11th safest among ci1es with 100,000 or more popula1on. CQ Press, December 2011.
• Aus1n is One of the Top Generators for Green Jobs. The Brookings Ins1tu1on. July 2011.
• Aus1n is ranked as the #1 metropolitan area for 24-hour par1cle pollu1on and has some of the cleanest air in 

the country. American Lung Associa1on, State of the Air, May 2011.
• Dell ranks #1 in Newsweek's 2010 Green Rankings. Newsweek, December 2010.
• Aus1n is one of the 10 ho2est ci1es for Clean-Tech Job Ac1vity. Clean Edge, Clean Tech Job Trends, 2010.
• Texas is ranked #1 for U.S. Wind Power Capacity added. U.S. Department of Energy, August 2010.
• The American Lung Associa1on’s State of the Air 2010 report ranked Aus1n among the Cleanest Air Ci1es. 

April 2010.

Educa�on
• U.S. News & World Report has recognized St. Edward’s as one of “America’s Best Colleges.”, January 2012.
• St. Edward’s University has been named to the 2012 Best Colleges: Region by Region by The Princeton

Review. January 2012.
•  The Texas Higher Educa1on Coordina1ng Board designated Texas State University as an emerging re

search university. January 2012.
• UT Aus1n ranks 8th on 2011 Top 25 Graduate Entrepreneur Programs list. Entrepreneur, October 2011.
• St. Edward's University is recognized as one of "America's Best Colleges". Forbes and the Center for 

College Affordability and Produc1vity (CCAP), 2011. 
• UT Aus1n ranks on Kiplinger's Best Values in Public Colleges 2011. Kiplinger's Personal Finance, February 2011.
• UT Austin named 9th Best Graduate Program for Entrepreneurs. Entrepreneur, October 2010.
• Austin ranked 7th on Daily Beast’s America’s Smartest Cities list, November 2010.
• Austin ranked 6th among America’s Smartest Cities by CNNMoney.com, October 2010.
• Austin has the 6th Highest Percentage of Residents with a College Degree in the United States according to 

CNNMoney.com and the U.S. Census Bureau. October 2010.
• University of Texas at Austin was named the 12th Best Executive M.B.A. Program by The Wall Street Journal, 

September 2010.

Technology
• Aus1n ranks among nine metropolitan areas with a strong supply of IT talent, low compe11on and favorable 

employment costs. KLG Advisors, April 2011.
• Aus1n is in the Top 10 American Ci1es of the Future 2011-2012. fDi Intelligence, May 2011.
• Aus1n was ranked the 8th Most Socially Networked City in the U.S. Men's Health, March 2011.
• Aus1n is ranked the 2nd IT Startup Hotspot. PayScale, January 2011.
• Aus1n is named the Best City for Telecommuters. AOL DailyFinance, December 2010.
• Austin ranks 4th for the Most Business Users of Social Networks in a Netprospex report, September 2010.
• Aus1n ranked #2 on the list of America’s Most Innova1ve Ci1es by Forbes, May 2010.

AAUUSSTTIINN  LLEEAADDSS  IINN  SSMMAALLLL
BBUUSSIINNEESSSS  CCRREEAATTIIOONN

NNeeww  YYoorrkk  TTiimmeess  BBuussiinneessss  BBlloogg  hhaass
ssuucccceessssffuull  AAuussttiinniitteess  eexxppllaaiinn
wwhhyy  AAuussttiinn  iiss  aa  hhoottbbeedd  ffoorr  ssmmaallll
bbuussiinneessss  rreellooccaattiioonn..  IInntteerreessttiinngg

ffaaccttoorrss  ssuucchh  aass  ''uurrbbaann  
eeccoonnoommiiccss''  aarree  cciitteedd  iinn  aaddddiittiioonn
ttoo  tthhee  ttrraaddiittiioonnaall  oonneess,,  ssuucchh  aass
aa  ssttrroonngg  bbuussiinneessss  cclliimmaattee,,
sskkiilllleedd  wwoorrkk  ffoorrccee,,  aanndd  hhiigghh
qquuaalliittyy  ooff  lliiffee..  MMaayy  22001111

AAUUSSTTIINN  IISS  RRAANNKKEEDD  ##33  IINN
RREEAALLAAGGEE’’SS  TTOOPP  1100  YYOOUUNNGGEESSTT
CCIITTIIEESS  IINN  AAMMEERRIICCAA

RReeaallAAggee  aannaallyyzzeedd  ddaattaa  ffrroomm  tthhee
5500  llaarrggeesstt  mmeettrrooppoolliittaann  aarreeaass  ttoo
sseeee  wwhhiicchh  hhaass  tthhee  ppooppuullaattiioonn
wwiitthh  tthhee  yyoouunnggeesstt  RReeaallAAggee  aanndd
wwhhiicchh  hhaass  tthhee  oollddeesstt..  LLiisstteenniinngg
ttoo  aallll  tthhoossee  sswweeeett  ssoonnggss  iinn  tthhiiss
cciittyy  kknnoowwnn  bbyy  ssoommee  aass  tthhee  ""lliivvee
mmuussiicc  ccaappiittaall  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd""  iiss
cclleeaarrllyy  hheellppiinngg  AAuussttiinniitteess  sslleeeepp
ssoouunnddllyy..  AAuussttiinn--SSaann  MMaarrccooss  rraannkkss
##11  ffoorr  sslleeeepp,,  wwhhiicchh  mmeeaannss  tthheessee
TTeexxaannss  aarree  ggeettttiinngg  tthhee  ZZZZZZss
tthheeyy  nneeeedd  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  bbee  tthhee
tthhiirrdd--yyoouunnggeesstt  cciittyy  iinn  tthhee

UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess..

TTHHEE  HHEEAALLTTHHIIEESSTT  MMAARRKKEETTSS  IINN  22001111
FFOORR  HHOOMMEE  BBUUIILLDDIINNGG

AAuussttiinn’’ss  hhoouussiinngg  ffuunnddaammeennttaallss
ccoonnttiinnuueedd  ttoo  sshhooww  ssoolliidd  
iimmpprroovveemmeenntt..  TThhee  mmeettrroo  aarreeaa  

eennjjooyyss  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  ssttrroonnggeesstt  jjoobb
ggrroowwtthh  iinn  tthhee  nnaattiioonn..  EEmmppllooyymmeenntt
aacccceelleerraatteedd  llaasstt  yyeeaarr  wwiitthh  tthhee
aaddddiittiioonn  ooff  1188,,770000  mmoorree  jjoobbss,,
mmoosstt  ooff  tthheemm  iinn  sseerrvviiccee  

iinndduussttrriieess,,  lloowweerriinngg  tthhee  uunneemm--
ppllooyymmeenntt  rraattee  ttoo  77%%..  GGooooggllee  
rreecceennttllyy  ffaannnneedd  tthhee  eemmppllooyymmeenntt
ffllaammeess  bbyy  aannnnoouunncciinngg  iitt  wwaannttss
ttoo  ooppeenn  aa  ddiivviissiioonn  tthheerree  
ddeeddiiccaatteedd  ttoo  llooccaattiioonn--bbaasseedd
mmaarrkkeettiinngg  aanndd  mmoobbiillee
rreeccoommmmeennddaattiioonnss..

AAuussttiinn  hhaass  ggrroowwnn  ttoo  bbeeccoommee  tthhee
1155tthh  llaarrggeesstt  cciittyy  iinn  tthhee  nnaattiioonn,,
aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  tthhee  UU..SS..  CCeennssuuss
BBuurreeaauu..  IIttss  ssttrroonngg  ffuunnddaammeennttaallss
hhaavvee  aattttrraacctteedd  tthhee  iinntteerreesstt  ooff
aappaarrttmmeenntt  oowwnneerrss  aanndd  ddeevveellooppeerrss::
MMPPFF  RReesseeaarrcchh  ffoorreeccaassttss  tthhaatt  iitt
wwiillll  bbee  tthhee  sseeccoonndd  bbeesstt

aappaarrttmmeenntt  ppeerrffoorrmmeerr  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr..

AAUUSSTTIINN  RRAANNKKSS  33  FFOORR  BBEESSTT  
CCLLEEAANNTTEECCHH  CCIITTIIEESS  IINN  NNAATTIIOONN

WWiitthh  aa  llaarrggee  aarrrraayy  ooff  rreenneewwaabbllee
rreessoouurrcceess,,  aa  ddeeddiiccaattiioonn  bbyy  
bbuussiinneesssseess  aanndd  hhoommeeoowwnneerrss  ttoo  
bbeeccoommee  mmoorree  eenneerrggyy  eeffffiicciieenntt,,
aanndd  aa  llaarrggee  hhuubb  ffoorr  rreesseeaarrcchh  aanndd
ddeevveellooppmmeenntt,,  AAuussttiinn  rraannkkss  tthhiirrdd
iinn  tthhee  nnaattiioonn’’ss  TToopp  1100  CCiittiieess
ffoorr  CClleeaanntteecchh..  AAuussttiinn  hhaass  lloonngg
bbeeeenn  TTeexxaass’’  hhuubb  ffoorr  ssoollaarr,,  wwiinndd,,
ggeeootthheerrmmaall,,  aanndd  bbiioommaassss  ppoowweerr,,
aass  wweellll  aass  ffuueell  cceellll  tteecchhnnoollooggiieess..

CClleeaann  TTeecchhiieess  MMaayy  22001111


